Classes in 2008
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MEEA Environmental
Education Certifica-
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Training, October
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Water was a big theme in 2008. The rainy spring provided
8 ample habitat for amphibians and mosquitoes. However, w
{ were unable accomplish most of our water quality monitorin
because of elevated lake levels. Bull Shoals Lake was very
high from late March through September. In fact, the road t
K-Dock Marina was covered with water most of this time. W
could have reached the boat with help from the Marina own-
ers, but the lake was so deep at our monitoring sites we de-
cided not to do it. Additionally, at the critical time for monito
ing Bee Creek, the watercourse was also very high.

| In 2007, we started a monitoring project with the Greater

B® Ozarks Audubon Society (GOAS) to monitor bird population

During the monitoring times in June and July, the sites were
under water. So, high water ruled the summer monitoring
season for us.

Last year, we mentioned the opportunity to buy

some neighboring land to add to the statiog.
This would have provided additional land
future growth of research and education
grams. Unfortunately we were unable to !
the funds after writing several grants and}w
with our development officer. The family,y

owns the land, put it on the market in the g

We appreciate their willingness to work
We are still working toward this goal but
tentially have competition now.

We look forward to odrdrthiversary year a
the Bull Shoals Field Station. Please con
if you are in the area. We would love to s

you the station!

Fiﬂ Lgshoals Lake water lapping at the base of
the MDC barn below BSFS in May 2008
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Expanding BSFS Staff: Project WET Coordinator Added

Erica Cox is the newest  implementing an education
member of the BSFS team program and outreach ser-
and joined us in July 2008 vices for the City of Spring-
take the reins of the Projec field and Greene County.

WET facilitator netwdtler

. responsibilities include ser
ing as a state coordinator 1
Project WET (Water Educ:

Erica was a classroom
teacher and is now working
with classroom teachers to

. ) help them incorporate envi-
tion for Teachers), an inter .

. . ronmental education across
tional environmental educe

. the curriculum.
tion program focused on
water; and developing and Welcome aboard, Erica!

Erica Cox at work
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BIO577 Field Weekend at BSFS

On Friday, October 3, The students participated
thirty-five students in the in bat netting and cave
Mammalogy Class exploration and capture
(BIO577), accompanied techniques for small and
by three professors medium sized mam-
(Robbins, Tomasi, mals. Six species of ro-
McKnight) and three dents, four species of
graduate students set up bats, opossums, skunks,
camp in and around the and armadillos were

Bull Shoals Field Station documented as well as
where they spent the numerous species of
weekend. They were reptiles and amphibi-
joined by Dr. Victoria ans. Field notes and
Jackson and seven stu- reports are available from
dents from Missouri Dr. Robbins.

Chow time after a hard daGedbtral State Unersith ndi ng mammal s

Becky GehringérPlant ID & Prescribed Burn Recovery Measurements

In summer of 2008 with the sites, they also identified and
help of field assistants, Jasonmeasured overstory and mid-
Comer and Michelle Highfill, story trees and measured the
Becky Gehringer examined oakerstory canopy cover using
regeneration and understory an electronic radiometer to
flora development in-Oak measure photosynthetically
Hickory woodlands managed dstive radiation, a spherical
fire with support from the Mis-densitometer to measure can-
souri Department of Conservapy closure, and laundry bas-
tion. They identified all of thekets to measure leaf litter pro-
understory plants in 240 one duction. Becky is currently
meter square plots at 20 diffeworking on data analysis, and is
ent sites in the Drury Conserazery excited to see the com-
tion Area. Within the same 2@lete results.

BSFS Graduate Assistant Matt Duzan Flexes His Mussels

Matt received a BS in Wildlifeand around the Drury consenldat t 6 s r esear ch
Biology in 2007 from Missourtion area. He also regularly effects of water flow on fresh-
State University and has beemonitors the shoreline of Bullwater mussels. Part of his re-
working at Bull Shoals Field Shoals Lake for invasive zebrsearch involves looking at the
Station since the fall of that mussels, and fortunately has effect of streambed scouring
year when he started graduatead no success in finding thedue to the release of water from
school. He assistsCeleste t o dat e. Ma & hydrapowertdanme He willmalsce r
Prussia with general mainte- include reptiles (especially tuiinvestigate at the effects of flow
nance and in improving the tles) and amphibians. He fre-on the burial of freshwater mus-
facilities. Matt has given an eguently checks the ponds in tels in the substrate.

and hand to Janice Greene irDrury area for breeding sala-

frog call and mast surveys in manders in the spring and fallThanks for your efforts, Matt!



